(S'pore). 
quantities of indole are absorbed and undergo further oxidation to indoxyl, which Is excreted in the urine combined with sulphuric acid (indican) and glycuronic acid. The formation of indican is thought to be one of the many functions of the liver, and the quantity present in the urine is regarded as an index of the degree of intestinal stasis. It is probable that other derivatives are also absorbed from the alimentary canal. Putrid purulent conditions are sometimes accompanied by an increase in urinary indican, and this observation has been cited as evidence that endogenous formation may occur.
The purpose of the present paper is to point out that products of tryptophane, other than indican, are frequently present in urine and that variation in the excretion of these products appears to have some correlation with certain pathological conditions.
Since indole production has been regarded as a determinative characteristic in bacteriology, con- 
